THE SURE AND STEADFAST ANCHOR OF OUR SOULS
 We have the unchangeable character of God's purpose for us revealed in his Word, and for each one who truly believes, this is personally confirmed by the Spirit of Christ in them, and is the “sure and steadfast anchor of the soul.” (Heb.6:13-20)
    The scripture tells us that "Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." (Rom.4:3) This was confirmed by an oath from God when he said "Surely I will bless you and multiply you". (Heb.6:13-14) But the promise and the oath confirming it were not made to Abraham alone, but to his descendants also. (Rom.4:3-13) But their fulfilment depends entirely on those descendants having the same faith as Abraham (Rom.4:16), because the scripture again says it is "people of faith who are Abraham's children." (Gal.3:6-7)

    The Word of God desires us to "show earnestness in realising the full assurance of hope, right to the end". (Heb.6:11) And "to have all the riches of assured understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ" (Col.2:2), so "that we may stand mature and fully assured in the will of God". (Col.4:12)

    Obviously, the Word intends us to be left in no doubt as to where we stand with God in Jesus Christ, but it would seem that so few of us are actually standing where we should be.  One has to wonder why this is so, especially after reading, and taking to heart, the above scriptures. 

    From talking with many Christians over the years since the Lord Jesus Christ saved me, by allowing me to die with him by faith, that is, by my faithfully accepting that he died for me personally, as well as everyone else (Tit:2;11), then causing me to be reborn to a new life in him, I've come to the conclusion that the prime causes of the uncertainties and doubts which seem to plague so many, are first, a lack of a God given understanding of the immensity of this hope, and second, resulting from that, the absence of any real desire for the full assurance of this hope.

    It would seem to be primarily this way because of a failure to truly appreciate the completeness of the hope that is set before us (Heb.6:18), and therefore a failure to faithfully, every day, take that hope into our hearts, so allowing it to become part of us.  Because of this lack of appreciation, many of us don’t have that "sure and steadfast anchor" in our lives, which is vital for us all to have.  

    If we don’t know the completeness of God's salvation (Heb.7:25), and the unimaginable, immeasurable greatness of what is in store for us (lCor.2:9-10, Eph.2:4-7); if we don’t know, and comprehend, the greatness of the power at work within us true believers, right now (Eph.3:20); if we don’t know that "the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory", has given us, (or at least wants to give us), a spirit of wisdom and of revelation, in order that we may know him; if we do not yet "know what is the hope to which he has called us", because we haven't had "the eyes of our hearts enlightened"; if we don't yet "know what are the riches of HIS (yes, God's) glorious inheritance in us who believe", because of what Jesus Christ has done (Eph.1:16-20), then it's no wonder that we’re so often full of uncertainties and doubts.  It's no wonder we're unable to stand mature and fully assured in God's will for us. (Col.4:12) It's no wonder we're plagued with doubts about what God wants of us.  I'm afraid when this is the case we've only got man's religion. The Word of God is not the greatest reality in our lives.

    No one can even begin to appreciate the greatness of God's love, the glory of Christ crucified, the unimaginable riches of his grace - his favour - laid up for those who love him, unless they have first come to terms with the truth of God's Word as shown in Eph.2:1-3.  "You he made alive when you were dead in the trespasses and sin in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience. We all once lived among these in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and mind, and so we were children of wrath, like the rest of mankind".

    We must realise that when we were born as human babies, we were born according to the flesh. (Gal.4:23 & 29)  We were born in sin (Ps.51:5), with a nature that always found it so much easier to do wrong than right. (Rom.7:15)  We were born with a corrupt nature, and so were "enemies of God". (Rom.5:10)  Every thinking parent knows that you never have to train a child to do what’s wrong; that comes automatically with the model, and requires no effort from anyone. (Pro.29:15)  But you do have to train them to do what's right (Pro.22:6), and that does require effort.  

    No matter how good we may have thought we were. No matter how good we may have been told we were. No matter how good we may have been considered to be, by ourselves or others, the Word of God tells us we were born with a nature, a character, which was very different to his.  And that was never his original intention for us. (Is.55:8-9, Gen.1:26&31)

    To break the power of that old nature (Rom.7:18), it is vital for us to share, by faith, in Christ's death on our behalf, and then to be reborn with a new nature, which is "created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness" (Eph.4:24), because "flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven". (lCor.15:50)  If we think we can get by without sharing in Christ's death, burial and resurrection, we are in fact saying we have not sinned, and so "we make God a liar". (1Jh.l:10)

    But if we are prepared to admit to ourselves, especially in our hearts, that we have sinned against God, then we show that we have come to realise that we have a character, or nature, which is more like that of Satan than God, because he, Satan, sinned from the beginning. (Jh.8:44)  If we recognise that as being so, then we must surely agree with the words of Jesus when he said, "unless one is born again, he (or of course she) cannot see, or enter, the kingdom of God." (Jh.3:3)

    Again, we must now see why Jesus said, "Look, I make all things new", (Rev.21:5), and again why the scripture says, "Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God". (Gal.6:15-16)  Clearly we must walk, or live our lives, by the simple rule of, "we must be born again", nothing of the old, and everything new.

    Now, far from all this being negative, or a 'downer', as some have said, this is clearly the opposite, because of what Jesus Christ did on Calvary for all who would believe. Isn't this our greatest cause for joy, and rejoicing? Our God loved us so much he paid the enormous price necessary to not only set us free from the penalty of our sins, but also to set us free from the power of sin in our lives. So now, every moment of the day, we can say an emphatic "NO" to all temptation, and walk away, free.

    Because of the old, corrupt nature I was born with, I knew I wasn't a worthwhile person, but now I know I am, because the great God, who made heaven, and the highest heavens, along with the earth and it's myriad forms of life, the God who made everything we can see, and all we can't see, ACTUALLY LOVES ME AND YOU! And he proved it by sending Jesus to die in our place.

    The love of another can sometimes help us to see our value as a person. How much more should the infinite love of our great God increase that value! Don't let the devil rob you of this. He will certainly try.

All of these things are very necessary for us to know, with certainty, in our hearts, if we're to have the chain links of faith which are so necessary to connect us to the "Anchor of our soul". That anchor of course being Jesus Christ himself, the living, breathing Word of God, the unchanging Rock of Israel. (lCor.l0:1-4) He is that Word which "is forever firmly fixed in the heavens" (Ps.119:89), "The same yesterday, today and forever". (Heb.13:8) He is that unchanging, unchangeable character of God's purpose (Heb.6:17), who alone gives eternal stability and value to us.

    The chain links of faith are simply our daily conscious acts of sub​mission to, and acceptance of, the truth of all of God's Word (Jh.17:17).  And this, no matter how little of it he has already revealed and spoken to our hearts, no matter what we may feel, or experience to the contrary.  

    By faith in our God’s promises in his Word we can individually say with all confidence, "I have decided, and will continually decide, every day, to follow Jesus, the Word of God.  No turning back to putting my trust in, paying attention to, or believing what anyone else says, if it doesn't line up with that Word, no matter how good it seems, no matter how good it may make me feel.” (Josh.24:14-15)
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